Introduced by Council Member Jones:
RESOLUTION 2012-592
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF JANET R. JOHNSON; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
educator, civic leader and role model extraordinaire, Janet Johnson, passed away on August 22, 2012, leaving an entire community and City to mourn the loss of this gallant, inspiring woman; and

WHEREAS,
the wife of Jacksonville City Council’s first African-American president, Attorney Earl Johnson, Sr., Mrs.  Janet Johnson was an eye-witness to the Civil Rights Movement’s history when her husband served as Martin Luther King, Jr.’s lawyer in the 1960s protests and arrests in Northeast Florida; and

WHEREAS,
a native of Columbus, Georgia, Mrs. Johnson enrolled at Morris Brown College in Atlanta, Georgia at the age of 15 and there befriended future civil rights leaders Andrew Young and Josea Williams; and
WHEREAS,
upon her arrival in Jacksonville in 1958, Mrs. Johnson began teaching in Duval County’s then-segregated school system; and

WHEREAS,
in 1971, after receiving her Master’s degree and in the course of a Doctoral degree program, Mrs. Johnson was appointed as an Associate Professor of Education at Jacksonville University, the first African American faculty member in the institution’s history; and
WHEREAS,
always conscious of the plight of young people, the underprivileged, in particular, in their yearning and quest for an education, Mrs. Johnson founded Upward Bound at Jacksonville University in 1977, a program that helped underprivileged high school students enter and navigate their way through college through hard work and dedication; and

WHEREAS,
throughout her life in Jacksonville, Janet Johnson was in the vanguard of civic leaders serving on countless boards and in numerous associations whose aims were to uplift lives and better the community; and

WHEREAS,
among the many honors over the years that recognized all that she so selflessly did for others, Janet Johnson was the 1984 recipient of the prestigious Florida Times-Union Eve Award; in 2001, Jacksonville University honored her with their Humanitarian Award and in 2005 instituted the Janet R. Johnson Scholarship Fund for students; and
WHEREAS,
Janet Johnson has left an enduring, endearing imprint on our City and touched and molded the lives of many, particularly the young, and will be sorely missed, and we are diminished by this loss; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Sympathies.  The City Council does hereby express its deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Janet R. Johnson and celebrates her life of giving and leading for the betterment of our City.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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